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NYU WOMEN’S BASKETBALL GAME NOTES 
NCAA Division III Tournament First & Second Rounds  

March 3-4, 2023 • Messiah University • Mechanicsburg, PA 
First Round: NYU vs. Greensboro | Friday, March 3, 4:30 PM 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

PROJECTED STARTERS 
 [ F ]    J E N N Y  W A L K E R  

#23 •  SR. •   SAUSALITO, CA  •  6-0 
2022-23 Averages Notables Last Game 

12.6 ppg  
6.5 rpg 
0.8 apg 

25.8 mpg 

•    2021-22 UAA Player of the Year, 2022-23 Second Team All-
UAA 
•      Top-10 in UAA in scoring average, rebounding and blocks 
per game 
•.     Scored career-high 34 pts with 10 reb vs. Emory on 1/20 

 
20 pts, 7 rebs, 4 asts 

31 min 
2/24 vs. Brandeis 

[ F ]    N A T A L I E  B R U N S  
#35 •  JR. •  ST. LOUIS, MO •  6-1 

2022-23 Averages Notables Last Game 
14.8 ppg 
8.2 rpg 
2.9 apg 

27.3 mpg 
 

 
 
 

•    Set NYU’s single-game (10) and single-season (69+) blocks 
records this year 
•     Recorded a triple-double (16 pts, 14 reb, 10 blk) vs. 
Carnegie Mellon on 1/27 
•      2022-23 UAA Player of the Year, First Team All-UAA 

 
4 pts, 6 rebs, 2 blk 

25 min 
2/24 vs. Brandeis 

[ G ]    E R I C A  M I L L E R  
#20 •  SR. •  ALAMO, CA •  5-9 

2022-23 Averages Notables Last Game 
7.5 ppg 
1.0 rpg 
1.2 apg 

22.3 mpg 
 

•    Fourth in UAA in 3PT shooting percentage 
•    Scored career-high 22 pts at Brooklyn on 11/30 
•    Has hit a 3-pointer in all but three of her 24 appearances this 
season, including 16 games with 2-or-more 3-pointers  
 
 

 
13 pts, 3 asts, 2 rebs 

26 min 
2/24 vs. Brandeis 

[ G ]    B E L L E  P E L L E C C H I A  
#4 •  SO. •  RANDOLPH, NJ •  5-9 

2021-22 Averages Notables Last Game 
13.1 ppg 
6.1 rpg 
4.5 apg 

28.1 mpg 
 
 

 
 

 

•   Leads UAA in steals per game, ranks second in apg and is 
top-10 in scoring. 22-23 Second Team All-UAA 
•   Matched her career high in scoring with 24 pts vs. Haverford 
on 11/13 
•   2-time UAA Defensive Player of the Year (’22, ’23) 
 
 
 

 
11 pts, 5 rebs, 3 asts 

18 min 
2/24 vs. Brandeis  

[ G ]     B R O O K L Y N  S H E L T O N  
#3 • SR. •  BOTETOURT, VA •  5-10 

2021-22 Averages Notables Last Game 
5.0 ppg 
2.1 rpg 
1.3 apg 

19.3 mpg 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

•   Has started all 22 of her appearances 
•   Fifth on the team in 3PT percentage (36.1) 
•   Scored a season-high 16 pts vs. UChicago on 2/10 
•.   Has recorded multiple steals five times this year 
 
 
 

 
8 pts, 3 ast, 2 rebs 

17 min 
2/24 vs. Bates  

2022-23 SEASON SCHEDULE 
 

Date Opponent Result 
Sat., 11/12 vs. Alvernia 101-58 (W) 

Sun., 11/13 vs. Haverford 85-74 (W) 

Fri., 11/18 at Vassar 80-44 (W) 
Sat., 11/19 vs. Kean 71-50 (W) 

Wed., 11/23 vs. Colby 80-37 (W) 

Wed., 11/30 at Brooklyn 87-49 (W) 
Fri., 12/2 vs. Connecticut 91-27 (W) 

Sun., 12/11 at Tufts 74-54 (W) 
Thu., 12/29 vs. Stockton 85-27 (W) 
Fri., 12/30 vs. Bowdoin 78-75 (W) 

Sat., 1/7 at Brandeis 78-46 (W) 
Fri., 1/13 at Chicago 71-57 (L) 

Sun., 1/15 

Fri., 1/20 
Sun., 1/22 

at Washington (MO.) 

vs. Emory 
vs. Rochester 

57-56 (L) 

76-63 (W) 
80-67 (W) 

Fri., 1/27 vs. Carnegie Mellon 77-52 (W) 
Sun., 1/29 vs. Case Western Reserve 73-62 (W) 

Fri., 2/3 at Carnegie Mellon 82-50 (W) 

Sun., 2/5 at Case Western Reserve 82-44 (W) 
Fri., 2/10 vs. Chicago 80-44 (W) 

Sun., 2/12 vs. Washington (MO.) 63-60 (W) 

Fri., 2/17 at Emory 64-60 (W) 
Sun., 2/19 at Rochester 72-62 (W) 

Fri., 2/24 vs. Brandeis 85-62 (W) 
 

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE: 
 

#1 - Chloe Teter (TEE-ter) 
#4 – Belle Pellecchia (Puh-LECK-eeh-uh) 

#11 – Caroline Peper (Pepper) 
#15 – Hanna Thrainsdottir (HAHN-uh, Thrawns-daughter) 

#22 – Annie Carlile (CAR-lyle) 
#32 – Natalie Bruns (rhymes with runs) 

#33 – Mary Kate Fahey (FAY-hee) 
#41 – Zoe Makler (ZO-ee MACK-ler) 

 

2022-23 NYU REGULAR SEASON RECORDS 
 RECORD HOME ROAD CONFERENCE 
OVERALL 22-2 14-0 8-2 12-2 
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NEW YORK UNIVERSITY ROSTER  
 

# NAME YEAR POS HT HOMETOWN HIGH SCHOOL 
0 Natalie Pence So. SG 5-10 Mount Kisco, NY Fox Lane 
1 Chloe Teter So. G/F 5-9 Little Silver, NJ Red Bank Regional 
2 Honor Culpepper Jr. G 5-9 Tampa, FL Plant 
3 Brooklyn Shelton Sr. G/F 5-9 Botetourt, VA Lord Botetourt 
4 Belle Pellecchia So. G 5-9 Mendham, NJ Rutgers Prep 
10 Jordan Janowski* Jr. PG 5-5 Woodcliff Lake, NJ Saddle River Day School 
11 Caroline Peper Fr. G 6-0 South Easton, MA Oliver Ames 
15 Hanna Thrainsdottir Gr. PF 6-0 Hafnarfjordur, Iceland Menntaskolinn vid Hamrahid 
20 Erica Miller Sr. SG 5-9 Alamo, CA Carondelet 
22 Annie Carlile Sr. G 5-7 Mont Belvieu, TX Barbers Hill 
23 Jenny Walker Sr. PF 6-0 Sausalito, CA Redwood 
24 Reese Tremitiere* Fr. PF 6-0 Naples, FL Gulf Coast 
30 Ashley Alvarez Gr. SG 5-9 Daly City, CA Convent of the Sacred Heart 
32 Natalie Bruns Jr. F 6-1 St. Louis, MO Kirkwood 
33 Mary Kate Fahey So. PG 5-8 Arlington Heights, IL John Hersey 
41 Zoe Makler Sr. G/F 5-8 Dallas, TX Plano West Senior 

 
*Inactive due to injury 

    

 

Meg Barber 
Head Coach 

                            

Audrey Cunningham 
Assistant Coach 

 
 

Nettie Respondek 
Assistant Coach 

Annie Barrett 
Assistant Coach 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Emiko Smith 
Assistant Coach 
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NYU women’s Basketball spotter chart 

     
#0 Natalie Pence 

SG • 5-10 • So. 
Mount Kisco, NY 

Fox Lane 

#1 Chloe Teter 
G/F • 5-9 • So. 
Little Silver, NJ 

Red Bank Regional 

#2 Honor Culpepper 
G • 5-9 • Jr. 
Tampa, FL 

Plant 

#3 Brooklyn Shelton 
G/F • 5-9 • Sr. 
Botetourt, VA 
Lord Botetourt 

#4 Belle Pellecchia 
G • 5-9 • So. 

Mendham, NJ 
Rutgers Prep 

     
#11 Caroline Peper 

G • 6-0 • Fr. 
South Easton, MA 

Oliver Ames 

#15 Hanna 
Thrainsdottir 

PF • 6-0 • Gr. 
Hafnarfjordur, Iceland 

Menntaskolinn vid Hamrahid 

#20 Erica Miller 
SG • 5-9 • Sr. 

Alamo, CA 
Carondelet 

#22 Annie Carlile 
G • 5-7 • Sr. 

Mont Belvieu, TX 
Barbers Hill 

#23 Jenny Walker 
PF • 6-0 • Sr. 
Sausalito, CA 

 Redwood 

    

 

#30 Alyssa Alvarez 
SG • 5-6 • Gr. 
Daly City, CA 

Convent of the Sacred Heart 

#32 Natalie Bruns 
F • 6-1 • Jr. 

St. Louis, MO 
Kirkwood 

#33 Mary Kate Fahey 
PG • 5-8 • So. 

Arlington Heights, IL 
John Hersey 

#41 Zoe Makler 
G/F • 5-8 • Sr. 

Dallas, TX 
Plano West Senior 
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QUICK HITS  
 

SUSTAINED EXCELLENCE 
Ø NYU women’s basketball won its second consecutive outright University Athletic Association (UAA) title this year, finishing with a 12-2 record in the 

Association while winning by an average margin of 15.7 points in the league. 
Ø The team became the first back-to-back outright UAA champions since WashU won the league in 2015-16 and 2016-17. 
Ø The Violets currently have the third-highest single-season scoring average in program history (77.4) and are on pace to tie the program’s best 

single-season field-goal percentage (44.9) which was set last year. 
Ø Head coach Meg Barber has now led the Violets to their third straight 20-win season. The reigning WBCA Division III Coach of the Year holds an 

85-20 overall record in her fifth season at the helm (fourth played season due to COVID-19). 
Ø NYU opened the season on an 11-game winning streak and have won another 11-in-a-row entering the Tournament. 
Ø The Violets currently lead Division III in assist-to-turnover ratio (1.37), rank third nationally in blocks per game (6.9) and ninth in fewest turnovers 

per game (12.6). 
Ø Nineteen of the team’s 22 victories have come by double-digits, including 14 wins of 20+ points, six wins of 30+ points, two wins of 40+ points, one 

50+-point win and one 60+-point win. 
Ø NYU’s all-time assists leader Annie Barrett ’20 joined the coaching staff this year and helped lead the Violets to another dominant campaign. 
Ø The Violets swept the UAA’s major awards this year as Natalie Bruns won Player of the Year, Belle Pellecchia won her second straight Defensive 

Player of the Year award and Caroline Peper took home Rookie of the Year. Bruns landed on the First Team while Pellecchia and Jenny Walker 
were named to the Second Team. 
 

         TEAM LEADERS 
Ø SCORING: NYU features five players averaging at least 7.5 points per game, led by Natalie Bruns’ 14.8. Belle Pellecchia is right behind her at 13.1 

ppg while Jenny Walker averages 12.6, rookie Caroline Peper averages 8.3 and Erica Miller sits at 7.5 ppg. 
Ø REBOUNDING: Bruns has controlled the glass all year, leading the team with 8.2 rpg. Walker pulls down 6.5 rpg while Pellecchia corrals 6.1 boards 

a night as the team’s lead guard. 
Ø ASSISTS: With last year’s starting point guard Jordan Janowski sidelined due to injury, Pellecchia has taken over NYU’s primary playmaking duties 

and ranks second in the UAA with 4.5 assists per game. Bruns has showcased her passing skills as well, averaging 2.9 assists a night. 
Ø DEFENSE: The Violets once again lead the Association in scoring defense, allowing just 54.0 points per game, coupled with the league’s best scoring 

offense (77.4 ppg). NYU also leads the UAA in steals per game (9.4) as Pellecchia tops the league leaderboard with 2.7 spg. It’s been a block party 
in Brooklyn this year as well, led by Bruns’ UAA-leading 2.9 bpg. Walker is tied for fifth in the UAA with 1.2 swats per outing.  

 
       BRUNS BURSTS ONTO THE SCENE 

Ø Junior forward and UAA Player of the Year Natalie Bruns had a strong first season with NYU last year, winning the UAA Sophomore Rookie of the 
Year award and landing on the All-UAA Second Team. However, the St. Louis native has taken her game to another level in 2022-23, setting NYU’s 
single-season program record in blocks (69+), along with the single-game program record for blocks (10) which also tied the UAA single-game record 
as part of a 16-point, 14-rebound, 10-block triple-double against Carnegie Mellon on 1/27. She is one of two DIII WBB players with a triple-double 
this year. 

Ø Bruns’ 2.9 blocks per game lead the UAA and rank ninth in the country while ranking eighth in the Association in scoring (14.8), fourth in rebounding 
(8.2), sixth in field-goal percentage (49.8), tied for seventh in steals per game (1.9) and ranks 11th in assists per game (2.9). She is the only UAA 
player among the top 11 in the league in all of those categories.  
 

        TEAM RANKINGS 
Ø NYU is currently ranked sixth in the country by D3hoops.com and seventh by the WBCA. The Violets have been ranked as high as first in the nation 

by D3hoops.com and second by the WBCA. 
Ø NYU was ranked third in the D3hoops.com Preseason Poll and seventh in the WBCA’s Preseason Poll. 
Ø NYU has also been ranked No. 1 in Region IV in each of the NCAA’s Regional Rankings 

      
        NYU NCAA TOURNAMENT HISTORY 

Ø NYU is in the NCAA Division III Tournament for the 22nd time and third consecutive (no Tournament in 2021). The Violets’ overall record in the 
tournament is 34-23. 

Ø The Violets made a run to the Elite Eight of the Tournament last year, defeating Washington & Lee (1st Round), Bates (2nd Round) and Scranton 
(Sweet 16), before falling to Hope in the sectional final. 

Ø NYU made its NCAA Tournament debut in 1986, falling in the Sweet 16 to SUNY Albany. Nine years later, in 1995, the Violets won multiple games 
in the tournament for the first time. Then, the following year, the Violets reached the Final Four before losing to University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh. 

Ø Building on its success, NYU went a perfect 6-0 in the 1997 Tournament en route to its first National Championship. The Violets topped the University 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire in the championship game, 72-70, on Marsha Harris’ game-winning layup as time expired. 

         
        FIRST & SECOND ROUND NOTES 

Ø NYU women’s basketball will meet Greensboro for the first time ever on Friday. The Violets have also never played Messiah or Bridgewater State, 
the two other teams in the first weekend pod. The Violets have an 8-2 record on the road this season and haven’t played at a neutral site all year. 
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CUMULATIVE STATS 
 

 
 
 

NYU RECENT CONTESTS 

 
February 24, 2023 

 
 

Brooklyn, NY 
Brooklyn Athletic 

Facility  
NYU   85 BRANDEIS 62 

 FG FG% 3FG 3FG% FT FT% REB AST STL TOV BLK 
Violets (22-2, 12-2 UAA) 31-62 .500 12-29 .414 11-14 .786 41 21 7 16 8 
Judges (6-19, 1-13 UAA) 23-69 .333 5-23 .217 11-12 .917 35 13 6 17 1 

 VIOLETS JUDGES 
High Points Jenny Walker, 20 Caitlin Gresko, 19 

High Rebounds Jenny Walker, 7 Tathiana Pierre, 9 
High Assists Jenny Walker, 4 Emma Reavis, 6 

 
February 19, 2023 

 
 

Rochester, NY 
The Palestra 

 
NYU   72 ROCHESTER 62 

 FG FG% 3FG 3FG% FT FT% REB AST STL TOV BLK 
Violets (21-2, 11-2 UAA) 24-61 .393 6-13 .462 18-22 .818 34 11 9 8 5 

Yellowjackets (16-8, 6-7 UAA) 25-64 .391 4-20 .200 8-9 .889 42 13 3 16 1 

 VIOLETS YELLOWJACKETS 
High Points Belle Pellecchia, 19 Katie Titus, 28 

High Rebounds Jenny Walker, 9 Katie Titus, 12 
High Assists Belle Pellecchia, 4 Maura Leverone, 6 
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BY MONTH RECORD HOME ROAD 
November 6-0 4-0 2-0 
December 4-0 3-0 1-0 
January 5-2 4-0 1-2 
February 7-0 3-0 4-0 

March -- -- -- 

BY DAY RECORD HOME ROAD 
Sunday 7-1 4-0 3-1 
Monday -- -- -- 
Tuesday -- -- -- 

Wednesday 2-0 1-0 1-0 
Thursday 1-0 1-0 -- 

Friday 9-1 6-0 3-1 
Saturday 3-0 2-0 1-0 

WIN-LOSS MARGINS 
Margin 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20+ 

Games Won By -- -- 2 1 -- -- -- -- -- 1 2 -- 2 -- -- -- -- -- -- 14 
Games Lost By 1 -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 1 -- -- -- -- -- -- 

2022-23 NYU/OPPONENT TEAM HIGHS & LOWS 
NYU Highs NYU Lows CATEGORY Opponent Highs Opponent Lows 

101 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 56 at WashU 1/15/23 Points, Game 75 vs. Bowdoin 12/30/22 27 vs. Conn College 12/2/22 
27 vs. Stockton 12/29/22 

36 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 
36 vs. Conn College 12/2/22 18 at WashU 1/15/23 Field Goals Made 28 vs. Bowdoin 12/30/22 9 vs. Conn College 12/2/22 

86 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 52 vs. WashU 2/12/23 Field Goals Attempted 78 vs. Haverford 11/13/22 44 vs. Kean 11/19/22 
.522 vs. Conn College 12/2/22 

.522 at CWRU 2/5/23 .300 at WashU 1/15/23 Field Goal Percentage .415 vs. WashU 2/12/23 .167 vs. Conn College 12/2/22 

17 at Brooklyn 11/30/22 2 vs. Emory 1/20/23 
2 at Emory 2/17/23 3-Point Field Goals Made 11 vs. Bowdoin 12/30/22 0 vs. Colby 11/23/22 

40 at Brooklyn 11/30/22 11 vs. Emory 1/20/23 3-Point Field Goals Attempted 24 at Emory 2/17/23 8 at Brandeis 1/7/23 
.588 vs. Colby 11/23/22 .154 at Emory 2/17/23 3-Point Field Goal Percentage .583 at Tufts 12/11/22 .000 vs. Colby 11/23/22 

23 vs. Haverford 11/13/22 4 vs. Colby 11/23/22 
4 vs. Conn College 12/2/22 Free Throws Made 20 at Chicago 1/13/23 3 vs. Stockton 12/29/22 

3 at Carnegie Mellon 2/3/23 
 
   29 vs. Haverford 11/13/22 

 
4 vs. Colby 11/23/22 Free Throws Attempted 27 at Chicago 1/13/23 4 vs. Stockton 12/29/22 

1.000 vs. Colby 11/23/22 .471 vs. Emory 1/20/23 Free Throw Percentage .917 vs. Brandeis 2/24/23 .429 at Carnegie Mellon 2/3/23 

23 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 

7 at Carnegie Mellon 2/3/23 
7 vs. WashU 2/12/23 
7 at Emory 2/17/23 

7 at Rochester 2/19/23 

Offensive Rebounds 20 at Chicago 1/13/23 8 vs. Kean 11/19/22 
8 at Brandeis 1/7/23 

38 vs. Colby 11/23/22 20 at Chicago 1/13/23 Defensive Rebounds 36 at Chicago 1/13/23 18 vs. Brandeis 2/24/23 
53 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 

53 vs. Haverford 11/13/22 29 at Chicago 1/13/23 Total Rebounds 56 at Chicago 1/13/23 30 vs. Kean 11/19/23 

28 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 10 at WashU 1/15/23 
10 at Emory 2/17/23 Assists 18 vs. Bowdoin 12/30/22 3 vs. Stockton 12/29/22 

26 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 6 vs. Stockton 12/29/22 
6 at CWRU 2/5/23 Personal Fouls 24 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 

24 vs. Haverford 11/13/22 11 at CWRU 2/5/23 

18 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 3 vs. CWRU 1/29/23 Steals 
11 vs. Haverford 11/13/22 

11 vs. Carnegie Mellon 1/27/23 
 

3 vs. Alvernia 11/12/22 
3 at Rochester 2/19/23 

21 vs. Haverford 11/13/22 8 at CWRU 2/5/23 
8 at Rochester 2/19/23 Turnovers 34 at Brandeis 1/7/23 12 vs. CWRU 1/29/23 

13 vs. Carnegie Mellon 1/27/23 2 at CWRU 2/5/23 Blocked Shots 6 vs. Stockton 12/29/22 
6 vs. Chicago 2/10/23 

0 vs. Colby 11/23/22 
0 at Carnegie Mellon 2/3/23 

 
+64 vs. Conn College 12/2/22 -- Largest Victory/Largest Defeat +14 at Chicago 1/13/23 -- 
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COACHING STAFF  
 
 

MEG BARBER 
Head Coach 
 
Meg Barber, who was hired as New York University’s 11th women’s basketball head coach in June 2018, has 
experienced tremendous success as Head Coach of her alma mater. Her teams have produced an overall 65-18 
record and qualified for postseason play in each campaign. 
 
The Violets produced one of the great seasons in program history in 2021-22, going 25-2 overall, winning the 
University Athletic Association (UAA) Championship with a near-perfect 13-1 record, and advancing to the Elite 
Eight of the NCAA Tournament. NYU ranked among the nation’s leaders with a .926 winning percentage (tied for 
7th),44.8 field goal percentage (8th), 5.6 blocks per game (tied for 11th),74.8 free throw percentage (12th), 150 
blocks (tied for 13th), +20.4 scoring margin (14th, 77.6-57.3), and 33.8 three-point percentage (18th). 
  

For her efforts, Barber was named Coach of the Year by the Women’s Basketball Coaches Association (WBCA), D3hoops.com (Region 4), 
Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC), and the Metropolitan Basketball Writers Association (MBWA), while she and her assistants were 
named UAA Coaching Staff of the Year.   
  
Barber’s players also earned hardware for their performances. Jenny Walker was selected UAA and ECAC Player of the Year while also 
earning D3hoops.com Fifth Team All-America honors. Belle Pellecchia was named D3hoops.com National Rookie of the Year, UAA and ECAC 
Rookie of the Year, UAA Defensive Player of the Year, and First Team All-UAA. Both Natalie Bruns and Jordan Janowski were Second Team 
All-UAA selections. 
 
NYU did not compete in 2020-21 due to the coronavirus pandemic. However, 13 team members earned UAA All-Academic honors. Janean 
Cuffee received the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Student-Athlete Award for the second consecutive year and was named First Team College 
Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA) Academic All-District 3. 
  
In 2019-20, Barber led the Violets to a 21-6 overall record and a second-place, 10-4 finish in the UAA. NYU qualified for the NCAA Tournament 
for the first time since 2016, defeating Emmanuel College in the first round before falling to host Bowdoin College in the second. 
 
That squad broke several team records under Barber’s direction, including most three-pointers made (17) and attempted (41) in a game and in 
a season (275, 781), as well as highest one-season free throw percentage (76.5) and three-point percentage (35.2). Individually, Annie Barrett 
set the Violets’ one-season (202) and career (435) assists records, while Brooklyn Shelton led NCAA Division III and set NYU’s one-season free 
throw percentage record (.992). 
 
Awards were aplenty for Barber’s players, as Cuffee was selected MBWA Division III Player of the Year, D3hoops.com First Team All-East 
Region, First Team All-UAA, All-ECAC First Team, and NYU’s Female Junior Scholar Athlete of the Year. Barrett received UAA Co-Defensive 
Player of the Year and Second Team honors, as well as D3hoops.com Second Team All-East Region, All-ECAC Honorable Mention and Third 
Team All-Met accolades. Walker was also a Second Team All-UAA selection. 
  
For her efforts, Barber was named ECAC Division III Coach of the Year, MBWA DIII Coach of the Year, and was a WBCA DIII National Coach 
of the Year Finalist. 
                                                            
In her inaugural season at the helm, Barber led the Violets to a 17-10 overall record, a 6-8 mark in the UAA and to the postseason ECAC 
Championship. She recorded her first UAA victory when the Violets defeated Carnegie Mellon University 72-64 in Pittsburgh, PA, on January 
13, 2019. The season culminated in an 82-74 victory over host Cabrini University in the ECAC Championship Game.    
 
A 2002 NYU graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics, Barber took over the reins of the women’s basketball program possessing a 
wealth of college coaching experience. 
 
In her most recent position prior to returning to NYU, Barber served as an assistant coach at NCAA Division I Temple University from 2012-16. 
In her four seasons there, Barber helped lead the Owls to consecutive 20-win seasons and berths in the Women’s National Invitation 
Tournament (WNIT) in 2015 and 2016. 
 
Prior to Temple, Barber also worked at the Division I level as the Associate Head Coach at The College of William & Mary from 2005-12. She 
oversaw all recruiting efforts for The Tribe, who produced the largest Division I turnaround in the nation from the year before she arrived (5-24 in 
2004-05) to 16-13 in her first season (2005-06). The following season, Barber helped lead the team to a 20-win season (20-12). 
 



17 
 

During her seven years at William & Mary, Barber helped develop Kyra Kaylor, the Colonial Athletic Conference (CAA) Player of the Year in 
2006, Taysha Pye, a four-time All-CAA selection (2009-12), and Tiffany Benson, the CAA’s all-time leading shot blocker. 
 
A four-year member of the Violets who is 10th on the team’s all-time scoring list with 1,228 points, Barber served as a captain during her senior 
campaign and was twice selected First Team All-UAA. She was also named First Team All-ECAC and Second Team D3hoops.com All-Region 
in 2002. The Violets earned postseason berths all four seasons, including two NCAA Tournament Elite Eight appearances and two NY/NJ 
ECAC Championships. NYU rose to #1 in the national rankings during the 2000-01 season and posted an overall record of 93-18 during her 
career. 
 
Barber, who went on to earn a Master of Science degree in Sports Business in 2015 from Temple was also a Candidate for Juris Doctor at the 
Temple University Beasley School of Law prior to returning to NYU. 
 
A native of Hoosick Falls, NY, Barber currently resides in Brooklyn, NY.    
 
ANNIE BARRETT 
Assistant Coach 
 
Annie Barrett, the all-time assists leader in New York University Women's Basketball Team history, returned as an assistant coach in June 
2022.   
 
Barrett, a 2020 NYU magna cum laude graduate with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social and Cultural Analysis, was a four-year team member. 
Her 435 career assists tops the all-time list, as does her 202 dimes during the 2019-20 season (which also led NCAA Division III). 
 
A two-time team captain, Barrett was named University Athletic Association (UAA) Co-Defensive Player of the Year and was a Second Team 
All-UAA selection in '19-20.   
 
During Barrett's time as a Violet, NYU posted an overall 70-40 record and advanced to postseason play each season. The Violets won the 
ECAC (Eastern College Athletic Conference) Division III Championship in 2019 and advanced to the Second Round of the NCAA Division III 
Championship in 2020.  
 
In addition to her stellar on-court production, Barrett was a three-time UAA All-Academic honoree and was named CoSIDA (College Sports 
Information Directors of America) All-Academic District 3 as a senior.  
 
Barrett played in 91 games as a Violet, 84 as a starter. 
 
After graduating, Barrett served as the Development and Database Coordinator of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Dorchester (MA) beginning in 
January 2021. Previous to that position, she held postgraduate internships at All In Together and Visit.org and undergraduate internships at 
Team Impact and the Women's Sports Foundation. 
 
A native of Cambridge, MA, Barrett resides in New York City. 
 
 
NETTIE RESPONDEK 
Assistant Coach 
 
Nettie Respondek began serving as an assistant coach of the New York University women’s basketball team prior to the 2018-19 season. Her 
main responsibilities include both recruiting and on-court development with the Violets’ perimeter players. She also assists with game 
preparation and spearheads the team’s efforts to engage with both the NYU and greater NYC community. 
 
The Violets produced one of the great seasons in program history in 2021-22, going 25-2 overall, winning the University Athletic Association 
(UAA) Championship with a near-perfect 13-1 record, and advancing to the Elite Eight of the NCAA Tournament. NYU ranked among the 
nation’s leaders with a .926 winning percentage (tied for 7th),44.8 field goal percentage (8th), 5.6 blocks per game (tied for 11th),74.8 free throw 
percentage (12th), 150 blocks (tied for 13th), +20.4 scoring margin (14th, 77.6-57.3), and 33.8 three-point percentage (18th). 
  
For their efforts, Respondek and the team’s coaches were named UAA Coaching Staff of the Year.   
  
Individually, Jenny Walker was selected UAA and Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Player of the Year while also earning 
D3hoops.com Fifth Team All-America honors and First Team All-Metropolitan Basketball Writers Association (MBWA) accolades. Belle 
Pellecchia was named D3hoops.com National Rookie of the Year, UAA and ECAC Rookie of the Year, UAA Defensive Player of the Year, First 
Team All-UAA, and Second Team All-Met. Both Natalie Bruns and Jordan Janowski were Second Team All-UAA selections 
NYU did not compete in 2020-21 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 
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In 2019-20, Respondek helped lead the Violets to a 21-6 overall record and a second-place, 10-4 finish in the UAA. NYU qualified for the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time since 2016, defeating Emmanuel College in the first round before falling to host Bowdoin College in the second. 
  
That squad broke several team records, including most three-pointers made (17) and attempted (41) in a game and in a season (275, 781), 
highest one-season free throw percentage (76.5) and three-point percentage (35.2). Individually, Annie Barrett set the Violets’ one-season (202) 
and career (435) assists records, while Brooklyn Shelton led NCAA Division III and set NYU’s one-season free throw percentage record (.992). 
  
Numerous awards were achieved by the players, as Janean Cuffee was selected MBWA Division III Player of the Year, D3hoops.com First 
Team All-East Region, First Team All-UAA, All-ECAC First Team, and NYU’s Female Junior Scholar Athlete of the Year. Barrett received UAA 
Co-Defensive Player of the Year and Second Team honors, as well as D3hoops.com Second Team All-East Region, All-ECAC Honorable 
Mention and Third Team All-Met accolades. Walker was also a Second Team All-UAA selection. 
  
In her first season with the Violets, Respondek helped lead the Violets to a 17-10 overall record, a 6-8 mark in the UAA and to the postseason 
ECAC Championship. The season culminated in an 82-74 victory over host Cabrini University in the ECAC Championship Game.    
  
Several players flourished during Respondek’s first season at NYU. Cuffee, who was selected the ECAC Championship Most Valuable Player, 
was a First Team All-Met and D3hoops.com Second Team All-East Region honoree. She was also named First Team All-UAA, while Katie Foos 
received Honorable Mention All-UAA. 
Respondek brought a great deal of coaching experience with her to NYU, having served as an assistant at four NCAA Division I institutions. 
Most recently, she worked at the University of Denver from 2015-17. While there, Respondek served as the offensive specialist, perimeter 
player and point guard coach for the Pioneers. Under her guidance, the team increased its scoring by almost 10 points per game (53.5 to 62.3 
ppg) from 2016 to 2017. 
  
For three years (2012-15), Respondek was an assistant at St. Francis College in Brooklyn. She helped lead the Terriers to the Northeast 
Conference Championship and their first-ever NCAA Tournament appearance in 2015. 
Respondek spent two seasons (2010-12) at Columbia University, working mainly with the Lions’ post players and forwards while also serving as 
the junior varsity head coach. In 2012, she took part in a State Department service trip through Columbia University to Lira, Uganda, teaching 
200 adult educators the game of basketball and helping lead a skills clinic for 500 Ugandan children. 
 
Prior to that stint, Respondek was at Fordham University from 2006-10 and served as recruiting coordinator in her final season. While at Rose 
Hill, Respondek brought in several All-Atlantic 10 players, including Tournament MVP Abigail Corning.  
 
A 1998 graduate of Vanderbilt University with a Bachelor of Science degree in Human and Organizational Development, Respondek went on to 
earn a master’s degree in Human Development Counseling from the Nashville, TN, school in 2000. She was a four-year member of Vanderbilt’s 
women’s basketball team and helped lead the Commodores to two NCAA Tournament Sweet Sixteen appearances and one Elite Eight.  
 
A former Miss Texas Basketball and Gatorade Texas Player of the Year as well as Gatorade Southwest Region Player of the Year for BF Terry 
High School in 1994, Respondek was one of 20 players selected to the Kodak All-America First Team.  
 
A native of Rosenberg, TX, Respondek resides in Manhattan. 
 
AUDREY CUNNINGHAM 
Assistant Coach 
 
Audrey Cunningham has served as an assistant coach with the New York University women’s basketball team since 2018-19. Her 
responsibilities include on-court development with the guards, spearheading recruiting organization, assisting with game preparation, enhancing 
team building, and leadership development.  
 
NYU did not compete in 2020-21 due to the coronavirus pandemic. However, 13 team members earned University Athletic Association (UAA) 
Winter Sport All-Academic honors and senior Janean Cuffee received the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Student-Athlete Award (for the second 
consecutive year) and was named First Team College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA) Academic All-District 3. 
  
In 2019-20, Cunningham helped lead the Violets to a 21-6 overall record and a second-place, 10-4 finish in the UAA. NYU qualified for the 
NCAA Tournament for the first time since 2016, defeating Emmanuel College in the first round before falling to host Bowdoin College in the 
second. 
  
That squad broke several team records, including most three-pointers made (17) and attempted (41) in a game and in a season (275, 781), 
highest one-season free throw percentage (76.5) and three-point percentage (35.2). Individually, Annie Barrett set the Violets’ one-season (202) 
and career (435) assists records, while Brooklyn Shelton led NCAA Division III and set NYU’s one-season free throw percentage record (.992). 
 
Numerous awards were achieved by the players, as Cuffee was selected the Metropolitan Basketball Writers Association (MBWA) Division III 
Player of the Year, D3hoops.com First Team All-East Region, First Team All-UAA, All-ECAC (Eastern College Athletic Conference) First Team, 
and NYU’s Female Junior Scholar Athlete of the Year. Barrett received UAA Co-Defensive Player of the Year and Second Team honors, as well 
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as D3hoops.com Second Team All-East Region, All-ECAC Honorable Mention and Third Team All-Met accolades. Jenny Walker was also a 
Second Team All-UAA selection. 
  
In her first season with the Violets, Cunningham helped lead the Violets to a 17-10 overall record, a 6-8 mark in the UAA and to the postseason 
ECAC Championship. The season culminated in an 82-74 victory over host Cabrini University in the ECAC Championship Game.    
  
Several players flourished during Cunningham’s first season at NYU. Cuffee, who was selected the ECAC Championship Most Valuable Player, 
was a First Team All-Met and D3hoops.com Second Team All-East Region honoree. She was also named First Team All-UAA, while Katie Foos 
received Honorable Mention All-UAA. 
Before arriving at NYU, Cunningham’s most recent coaching experience was as an assistant at Stony Brook University (2016-18). She oversaw 
all aspects of player development, crafted opponent scouting reports, aided in all recruiting efforts, and ran all the team-affiliated social media 
accounts. In her final season, the Seawolves posted an 18-12 overall record and reached the quarterfinal round of the American East 
Championship. 
 
Prior to Stony Brook, Cunningham spent two seasons at the University of Maryland (2014-16). During her first season with the Terrapins she 
served as recruiting operations assistant before being promoted to the director of recruiting operations in April 2015. In that position, she led all 
aspects of the recruiting process, managing a database of over 500 recruits and assisting in all on-campus recruiting visits.   
  
During her tenure in College Park, Cunningham was part of two Big Ten regular-season championships, two Big Ten Tournament 
Championships and a 2015 NCAA Final Four appearance. 
  
A 2014 cum laude graduate of the University of New Haven with a Bachelor of Science degree in communication with a sports management 
minor, Cunningham was a four-year member of the basketball team. A Dean’s List student, she played in all 26 games as a freshman and 
averaged 6.8 ppg. As a senior, Cunningham played in all 28 games and averaged 4.9 ppg. She completed her career sixth on the program’s all-
time list with 102 three-pointers. 
  
A Germantown, MD, native, Cunningham resides in Manhattan. 
 
EMIKO SMITH 
Assistant Coach 
 
Emiko Smith was hired in November 2019 as an assistant coach of the New York University women’s basketball program. Her main 
responsibilities with the Violets include point-guard instruction, in-game strategy and administrative duties as needed. 

 
The Violets produced one of the great seasons in program history in 2021-22, going 25-2 overall, winning the University Athletic Association 
(UAA) Championship with a near-perfect 13-1 record, and advancing to the Elite Eight of the NCAA Tournament. NYU ranked among the nation’s 
leaders with a .926 winning percentage (tied for 7th),44.8 field goal percentage (8th), 5.6 blocks per game (tied for 11th),74.8 free throw 
percentage (12th), 150 blocks (tied for 13th), +20.4 scoring margin (14th, 77.6-57.3), and 33.8 three-point percentage (18th). 

  
For their efforts, Smith and the team’s coaches were named UAA Coaching Staff of the Year.   

  
Individually, Jenny Walker was selected UAA and Eastern College Athletic Conference (ECAC) Player of the Year while also earning 
D3hoops.com Fifth Team All-America honors and First Team All-Metropolitan Basketball Writers Association (MBWA) accolades. Belle Pellecchia 
was named D3hoops.com National Rookie of the Year, UAA and ECAC Rookie of the Year, UAA Defensive Player of the Year, First Team All-
UAA, and Second Team All-Met. Both Natalie Bruns and Jordan Janowski were Second Team All-UAA selections 
NYU did not compete in 2020-21 due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

  
In Smith’s first season, the Violets posted a 21-6 overall record and a second-place, 10-4 finish in the UAA. NYU qualified for the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time since 2016, defeating Emmanuel College in the first round before falling to host Bowdoin College in the second. 

   
Smith joined NYU with extensive basketball playing and coaching experience. 

  
A four-year member of the University of Denver basketball team, Smith earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Hospitality Management in 2013. 
She is still Denver’s all-time leader in career assists (725) and is tied for most games played (124). 

  
While obtaining her Master of Business Administration from Boston College in 2016, Smith served as a Graduate Assistant Coach of the Golden 
Eagles’ women’s basketball program. She also played professionally with the Basketball Club Pharmaserv Marburg in Marburg, Germany, during 
the 2013-14 season, when she also served as a co-captain. 

  
A native of Los Angeles, CA, Smith resides in Manhattan. 

 
 


